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Winnebago Voter 
   July / August 2010

July / August Calendar 
 

Monday, July 12 12:30 pm 
Parks Writing Committee 
Trinity Episcopal Church Hall 
 
Wednesday, July 14 Noon* 
Food for Thought Lunch 
Vitale’s Italian Cuisine 215 W. Murdock Ave. 
 
Thursday, July 22, 5:30 -7:30 pm 
Special Board Picnic on Membership 
1936 Hazel St. 
 
Monday, July 26, 11:00 AM 
Shoreland Buffer Tour 
East shore of Lake Winneconne (See page 3) 
 
Monday, August 9, 6:30 – 8:30 PM 
Winnebago County LWV Board Meeting 
511 W. Bent Ave. 
 
Wednesday, August 11 Noon* 
Food for Thought Lunch 
Vitale’s Italian Cuisine, 215 E. Murdock Ave. 
 
*Lunch speakers were not known by printing time. 
 

Check out these web addresses: 
www.lwvwinnebago.org 

www.lwv.org 
www.lwvwi.org 

 

 
2010 Shoreland Buffer Tour 

 
The Winnebago County Land & Water 
Conservation Department (LWCD) 
cordially invites you to attend the 2010 
shoreland buffer tour to be held 
Monday, July 26, 2010 starting at 
11:00 a.m. Please consider joining us to 
view three (3) shoreland vegetative 
buffers. 
 
See page 3 for list of places and 
additional information. 
 

(photo by Tom Mengeling) 
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City Manager Mark Rohloff Talks about City Revenues  
 
 City Manager Mark Rohloff explained the 
“Impact of State Revenue Restrictions on the City of 
Oshkosh” at the May Food for Thought lunch.  It was a 
presentation of pie charts and numbers as League 
members and guests listened to City Manager Mark 
Rohloff explain where the money comes from and just 
how much money is there for the city. 
 According to his comments, the city’s budget is 
probably closest to 100 million dollars of which the 
state’s “money” is 65 million.  The giant share of the 
2010 city revenues comes from property tax (43.7%).  
The state contribution is 24%; around 31.7 percent comes from other revenues (fees, grants, etc.) 
 There are four sources of state revenue:  Municipal Services Revenue, Expenditure 
Restraint Revenue, Shared Revenue and Aid to Local Streets.  In 2010, both of the last two were 
down from previous years.  Mr. Rohloff also pointed out that Oshkosh spends a lot more on 
streets than the amount the state gives us.  Also, the Aid to Local Streets money comes from the 
gas tax and vehicle registrations.   
 The decrease forced the city to eliminate positions in the library and public works 
department.  The city also lost about 25 people through attrition.  In another money saving move, 
the city changed its health insurance program and initiated a drug card program which saved 
thousands of dollars.   
 One interesting fact that has stuck with me since this May lunch is that one cent on 
everyone’s property tax bill nets the city $35,000.  Also, several times Mr. Rohloff mentioned the 
“Wisconsin paradox:” Wisconsinites complain about property tax, but don’t want fees to increase.  
Fees in other states, such as motor vehicle registration fees, keep property taxes lower than 
Wisconsin’s rate. 
 This luncheon presentation was designed to help members understand our local program 
item on tax levy and revenue sharing. 
 
 County / City Health Departments:  A Perfect Blend? 
 
 Two events brought the possibility of Oshkosh Health Department blending with the 
Winnebago County Health Department:  One was the retirement of the city’s health department 
head in the fall of 2009.  The second was the county’s purchase of the former Oshkosh B’Gosh 
building in downtown Oshkosh. 
 Doug Gieryn, (pictured right) the County Health 
Department head, explained the ins and outs of such a merger to 
the 25 LWV members and guests at the June Food for Thought 
Lunch. 
 Wisconsin ranks its public health departments as Level 2 
or 3, with 3 offering the most services.  All counties are at Level 3, 
so are the cities of Neenah and Menasha; Oshkosh, however, is a 
Level 2.  Most counties have only the county health department.  
The trend is for city health departments to blend in with their 
county departments.  Beloit merged with Rock County; Madison, 
with Dane. 
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 Talks between Oshkosh and the county have been going on for months.  All regular staff 
on the city payroll would be transferred to the county.  They would retain their salary, benefits 
and seniority. 
 Mr. Gieryn listed the benefits to Oshkosh residents if a merger went through: 

�� An increase in the number of services to City of Oshkosh residents and increase in 
service level and expertise overall 

�� Consistency in services, referral, messaging, and partnership across county—less 
duplication of plans 

�� Greater capacity to respond to crisis events (illness outbreaks, natural disaster, 
manmade disaster) 

�� Increased ability to attract additional external funding in the form of grants. 
 If there is a cloud in this blue sky picture, it’s in the matter of tax money.  Oshkosh 
resident would no longer be paying city taxes for health services.  They may see a decrease in 
their city property taxes.  However, they would see a small increase in county tax as the burden of 
health services moves from city tax rolls to county ones.   
 The door has been open to Neenah and Menasha to merge their health services with the 
county.  But the ongoing talks this summer are with the city of Oshkosh. 
  
  
Shoreland Buffer Tour on Three sites on Lake Winneconne 
Monday, July 26, 11 a.m.  Lunch afterwards at the Fin “n” Feather (optional) 
 

Last summer League toured two shoreland restoration sites which had received county 
grants to install native vegetation buffers. They were on Lake Winnebago near Neenah, and very 
impressive. This year the Winnebago Land and Water Conservation Department is offering 
another tour of grant properties, this one on Lake Winneconne. Chad Casper and Keith Marquardt 
will again be leading It., and property owners will be present to answer questions. Sponsors are 
the Winnebago Lakes Council, Winnebago County League of Women Voters and Fox Valley 
Wild Ones.  

All three sites are located on the eastern shore of Lake Winneconne. Two are wooded, 
and one is in its first year. We will meet at the Kuhns residence: 
1.) Gene and Anna Kuhns, 6869 Sunset Trail, Winneconne, 
2.) Diane Hanson, 6861 Sunset Trail, Winneconne (located next door) 
3.) Tom and Karyn Schmitz, 6465 Paulson Road, Winneconne. 

In contrast to lawns which are a monoculture, require maintenance, often require 
chemical treatment, and allow polluted run-off into the water, shoreland buffers provide a variety 
of native vegetation and serve a number of ecological functions. They protect water quality by 
reducing shoreland erosion and act as a filter strip between the lawn and waterway. They offer a 
seasonal array of colors, textures, aromas and continual wildlife activity. They also provide a 
biological barrier to deter geese. (Article submitted by Jan Scalpone) 

Directions: Approximately 1 mile east of the Village of Winneconne is County Road M; travel 
north on County Road M to Indian Shore Road, travel west on Indian Shore Rd. to Sunset Trail, north on 
Sunset Trail to 6869 Sunset Trail (our 1st site). 
 
 End of Year Finances 
 
Unless there are additional miscellaneous bills that have not been submitted, LWV-
Winnebago County will end its fiscal year on June 30 with $1,918.46 in its checking account.  
The amount in League savings, in certificates, is $9,380.85.  Of this amount, $3,392.67 came 
from LWV-Neenah-Menasha when they merged with LWV-Oshkosh. 
 
We ended the year with 64 members. (Submitted by Karen Boehning, Treasurer 
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Jessie Jack Hooper Appearance Highlights Annual Meeting 
 
 Dressed in a green silk 1920s style dress, Jessie Jack Hooper described her role in the 
suffragist movement and how that became the League of Women Voters.  In a pleasant voice she 
told of the struggles and successes the League faced in those early years after the 19th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution became the “law of the land.”   

 Ms. Hooper described the struggles she went through to 
get the Amendment passed by having state legislatures approve it.  
She was especially proud of the fact that Wisconsin was the first 
state to vote for the Amendment.  Despite poor health, Ms. 
Hooper journeyed via train across the country and also the ocean 
to advocate her views and those of the League.   
 Dr. Helen Bannan, Associate Professor Emerita, 
Women's Studies and History, UW Oshkosh, has done extensive 
research on Ms. Hooper for a book that she is writing.  Her 

interest in Jessie Jack Hooper began when Dr. Bannan was researching Native Americans while 
she lived in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Ms. Hooper had done extensive work with the 
Wisconsin Native American tribes.  Ms. Bannan’s years here, the home of Jessie Jack Hooper, 
have allowed her to do more research, including a tour of the Hooper house on Algoma Blvd.  
Her research has also taken her to Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. 
   After this, the Annual Meeting continued.  The following officers were elected to serve 
a two year term (2010-2012): 

�� Vice President, Frankie Mengeling 
�� Treasurer, Karen Boehning 
�� Board members: Dorry Wilner, Carolyn Blassingame, and Fran Garb 
�� Appointed to one year term (2010-2011):  Jeanne Shiras, Donna Lohry, and Peggy Cox 
Members approved the position change to the Comprehensive Planning and Sustainability 

position and the revision of the Public Transit position.  Members also agreed to continue the 
study of the impact of state levy limits and revenue sharing on city service, but to move in a 
slightly different direction by taking up the question of how local government is financed.  The 
League will also take up the county board position by renewing its investigation of other counties 
which have downsized their boards recently.   

Members approved one new study to examine consolidation of county and city health 
departments.   The Annual Meeting was held on Monday, May 17th at Becket’s Restaurant in City 
Center. 
 
 
Historic Signs in Oshkosh Parks 
 

In a year or two, we may see 
historic signs in Oshkosh parks explaining, 
among other things, how the parks got their 
names.  

You may recall our new parks 
position recommends we promote tasteful 
historic and other instructional or 
descriptive signs as needed in parks.  When 
an opportunity arose to do just that, the 
League’s Parks Committee decided to 
pursue it.  
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Tina Haffeman’s friend Ginny Gross told Tina she would be willing to do historic park 
research. The League Board okayed this. Many of you know Ginny, who works at the Oshkosh 
Public Museum and offers cemetery tours. Without much effort, we were able to pay her a small 
stipend from a League member’s fund at the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation. And, 
seemingly without much effort, within a month Ginny produced historic information about 20 or 
so parks.  

Now Tina, Anne Hintz and Frankie Mengeling are working with the material to produce 
wording for the signs.  

Ginny also researched various types of signs. A simple cast bronze plaque of tasteful size 
will cost around $550.  We estimate the total project will cost $12,000-$15,000. There’s a 
possibility some of the funds could come from the Community Foundation.  We have the support 
of Ray Maurer, the new Parks Director, who likes the idea a lot. It may be various civic groups 
will also be interested in sponsoring signs. There’s already interest from the Society of Oshkosh 
Brewers to sponsor a sign at Glatz Park. In addition to signs, we have sufficient material to create 
a booklet or design web pages telling the history of individual parks.   

Note: Our parks study and new position covered Oshkosh and the surrounding area. 
Currently, League members from Neenah-Menasha are conducting a study of parks in their area. 
(Article submitted by Jan Scalpone) 
 

Stimulus Funds Meeting Co-Sponsored by Winnebago County League 

The May 20 Community Meeting on "Stimulus Funds and Oshkosh" featured five 
presenters -- Mark Rohloff, Oshkosh City Manager, Bette Lang, Interim Oshkosh School 
Superintendent, Mark Harris, Winnebago County Executive, Becky Lund, Accountant, and Kevin 
McGee, UW Oshkosh Economics Professor. LWV Winnebago County was a co-sponsor, along 
with Citizens for a Strong Oshkosh, Winnebago County Labor Council AFL-CIO, ESTHER, and 
Institute for Wisconsin's Future. This event on Stimulus Funds in Oshkosh can be found on the 
internet: 

1.     The entire May 20 community presentation is on Channel 10’s website: 

http://www.oshkoshcommunitymedia.org/Fed_Stimulus_Dollars.htm 

2.     A three-minute video starring Citizens for a Strong Oshkosh (CSO) member Tom 
Willadsen, on location at projects throughout Oshkosh, called Stimulus Funds in Oshkosh: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjTh1u9wTPk 

Kathy Propp has a copy of the May 20 power point presentation for anyone interested.  The total 
Winnebago County stimulus funds received were $214 million, broken down into tax relief 20%, 
assistance to individuals and families 17%, small business support 16%, education 13%, 
transportation 18% and other public structures 16%.  Winnebago County, the City of Oshkosh, 
and the Oshkosh Area School District all received a portion. 
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LWVUS Convention Chooses Two Study Items 
 
 The LWVUS convention met June 11 – 15 in Atlanta, Georgia, at the Marriott Marquis 
Hotel.  Fourteen League members from Wisconsin attended.  All of these were delegates.  
Representing LWV Winnebago County was Frankie Mengeling.  Pictured is Andrea Kaminski of 
the Wisconsin state League. The following is a summary of the highlights of the four Plenary 
Sessions.    
 The LWVUS board had recommended one study 
item, one concurrence item and retention of all other 
current LWVUS Positions.  Its budget had been designed 
to support these items.  A new study costs $10,000 in its 
first year and an additional $25,000 in its second year 
when consensus is taken.   

The recommended new study is the “Federal Role 
in Public Education.”  The LWVUS board chose this 
because 71 Leagues had recommended this study.  No 
other study approached this number.  The recommended concurrence item is an update of the 
Arms Control Position.  All three of the LWVUS items passed. 

In addition there were 32 Not-Recommended program items for study or review.  Of 
these, only three were moved to the convention floor during a plenary session: 

1. Establishment of a Cabinet level Department of Peace 
2. Financial Institutions 
3. A study of the governments’ use of privatization 

 Of these, the item on Privatization:  the policy agenda to transfer government functions, 
services and assets to the private sector, passed.  Also passing were two additional concurrence 
items: 
 1.  Support of the National Popular Vote Compact as one acceptable way to achieve the 
goal of the direct popular vote for election of the president until the abolition of the Electoral 
College is accomplished, and, 
 2.  Support equal rights for all under state and federal law.  LWVUS supports legislation 
to equalize the legal rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-gender couples to marry 
under civil law.  The League believes that the civil status of marriage is already clearly 
distinguished from the religious institution of marriage and that religious rights will be preserved. 
 Delegates then adopted five resolutions: 

1. Support of safe drilling and mining for energy resources 
2. A call upon the Senate to change its rules to limit the use of the filibuster. 
3. The addition of the principle of transparency to the SARA Resolution 
4. A call for the LWVUS Board to advocate strongly for bills that legislate for improved 

Medicare for all. 
5. An emergency Resolution of Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill that those responsible be held 

accountable and for federal and executive branches of the federal government to work 
with the U.S. coastal states and communities. 

 The full text of these studies, concurrences and resolutions can be found at 
www.lwvus.org. 
 In addition to the plenary sessions, there were dozens of caucuses on League positions 
and League matters.  
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LWVWI Holds Virtual Annual Meeting on UW Oshkosh Campus 
 
 LWV WI held its two-day Annual Meeting 
in LaCrosse on June 18-19.  LWV members in 
Northeast Wisconsin participated in the Saturday 
session via a 2-way audio-video hook-up between 
UW Oshkosh and the LaCrosse meeting site.   
 Fourteen LWV members (pictured below; 
Winnebago Cty members pictured right) met Saturday, 
June 19 in Conference Room 305 of Reeve Union 
on the UWO campus.  At 9:30 our screen lit up and 
we were linked to the 60 or so LWV members in 
LaCrosse.  We were able to participate in four 
sessions: 

�� Keynote I:  “Earth-Friendly Transportation 
Options for Wisconsin” Steve Hiniker, 1000 
Friends of Wisconsin. http://www.1kfriends.org/. 

�� Training Session:  “We’re Paying Attention!  Building on the League’s strengths to boost 
membership, capacity and impact 

�� Keynote II:  “Sustainability of Our Courts” Honorable Ann Walsh Bradley, Wisconsin 
Supreme Court 

�� Plenary Session II 
During the Plenary Session, the League approved the state program and revision of the 

VTAE position and elected officers for 2010-2012.  The Recommended Program for 2010-2011 
is as follows: 

Judicial Selection:  Table the Judicial Selection study as adopted at the 2009 Annual 
Meeting.   Form a committee to follow and advise state League board and staff on judicial issues, 
including but not limited to recusal, the lawsuits challenging the Impartial Justice law and a 
possible future state study. 

Healthcare and Climate Change:  Maintain the healthcare and climate change listserves, 
improving them by clarifying their purpose and offering clear instructions on how to use them. 

Updating State Positions:  Seek the advice of the Legislative Committee in identifying those 
state positions that are priorities and are in need of updating. 
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The Winnebago Voter 

1936 Hazel St. 

Oshkosh WI  54901 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����
����
����
����
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
President Barack Obama  Senator Feingold    
President@whitehouse.gov russel_feingold@feingold.senate.gov 
   
Senator Kohl   Rep. Tom Petri   Gov. James Doyle 
Senator_kohl@kohl.senate.gov tompetri@mail.house    wisgov@mail.state.wi.us 
 
Sen. Randy Hopper (18th Dist)  Rep. Gordon Hintz (54th Dist)  
Sen.hopper@legis.wisconsin.gov  Rep.Hintz@legis.wisconsin.gov 
     
Sen. Michael Ellis (19th Dist)  Rep. Dick Spanbauer (53rd Dist) 
Sen.ellis@legis.wisconsin.gov  Rep.Spanbauer@legis.wisconsin.gov 
 
Rep. Dean Kaufert (55th Dist) 
Rep.Kaufert@legis.wisconsin.gov  
 
Wisconsin Legislative Hotline: 800-362-9472Capitol Hill switchboard (202) 224-3121 
 

   LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS MISSION 
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization of men and women, 
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of 
major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Visit 
http://www.lwv.org,  http://www.lwvwi.org, http://www.lwvwinnebago.org  
 
Members receive the bi-monthly Winnebago Voter, Forward from LWV-WI  Meetings are open to 
the public. Those interested in government and public policy issues will find their intellectual home 
here. 
 
League Membership :  $50 ($75 for two in household), $10 for students 
Winnebago County Voter Subscription only:   $10.00.  
Dues payable to:  LWV Winnebago County, 1202 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh 54901. 
 


