B Winnebago Voter

July / August 2011

July / August Calendar

Monday, July 11: 6:30 — 8:30 pm
LWV Winnebago County Calendar Committee
Meeting; 1936 Hazel Street

Tuesday, July 12
Recall Primary Election 18" Senate District
Polls Open from 7 AM to 8 PM

Wednesday July 13

Food for Thought Lunch 11:45 am

Vitale’s, 215 W. Murdock Ave.

City of Oshkosh gifts and special events policies.
Speaker: Lynn Lorenson, Oshkosh City Attorney

Monday, July 18: 6:30 — 7:30 pm
Candidates Forum(See page 1
Oshkosh City Hall, 215 Church Ave

Monday, August 1, 6:30 — 8:30 PM
Winnebago LWV Board Meeting
1202 Algoma Blvd.

Tuesday, August 9
Recall Election 18' State Senate District
Polls open from 7 AM to 8 PM

Wednesday, August 10
Food for Thought Lunch 11:45 am
Vitale's 215 W. Murdock Ave.

Dr. Paul Van Auken, UW Oshkosh Sociology Dept.

Oshkosh Neighborhood Survey
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Check out these web addresses:
www.lwvwinnebago.org

www.|lwv.org
WWW. Iwvwi.org

Watch your email for notice of another
shoreline restoration outing either
August 16 or 17"
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City Planner Describes Dratft for Bicycle and Pedestrian Tails

Armed with maps and charts, David Buck, City of Ogiikprincipal planner, outlined
the work underway on creating bicycle and pedestrails tat the May Food for Thought lunch.
(City Planner David Buck with one of his charts.)

Prior to his presentation, he propped up three large
maps that showed the northern side of the city ajatant
townships, the central city and the southwesterndfitiee
city and adjacent townships. The ideal is to craateter-
modal trail system that connects points of destingfsuch as
schools, parks, public centers, etc.). Inter-mod#iersense
that cyclists can put their bikes on racks on city lsigserder
to get to another part of town.

The proposed bike trails are designed for “mid-levielérs who know the “rules of the
road.” Bike trails on streets would be both sidesmaftvay and one side only for one-way
streets. These would have “bike lane” painted on tiAemather type of bike trail would be shared
roadway with a wide curb lane. On county roads, tke toails would be on paved shoulders. In
addition the city has shared paths for cyclists@edestrians (think of the walkways on Koeller
Street between J0and Witzel avenues). And there are separate tfitsads. Two that come
to my mind are the one linking Traeger school tothNiAvenue and the Wiowash Trail. Also for
pedestrians, Mr. Buck pointed out Oshkosh has 5-foat sitewalks on every street.

The city government, says Mr. Buck, is “very, veommitted to multi-mode
transportation.” As proof of this, city transit busese bike racks. The city would also create a
permanent bicycle/pedestrian committee that would peostetouragement and an enforcement
program.

The Bicycle/Pedestrian Trails Stakeholder/Steegimayp anticipated having its final
draft completed by April 2011. Though they are running lekbaimedule, Mr. Buck does expect
it to be completed by July. Then it will go to a jombrkshop with the City’'s Parks Advisory
Board, Traffic Review Advisory Board, Sustainabilitgvisory Board and Plan Commission for
presentation and comments.

Following the workshop, the draft will be amendea &ublic Information Meeting
where there will be an unveiling of the final draftpresentation and a review by the public.

Following the Public Information Meeting, the firdrhft plan will be presented to the
Plan Commission and Common Council (likely includmgykshops) for review and adoption.

This project began in June of 2009 with public informati@etings. It is interesting to
note that as a result of many meetings of the StédetiSteering groups that the bike routes,
initially planned for arterial streets, have been eaoff of those streets, such as Ninth artt 20
Avenues, Oregon, Jackson Streets onto less-trapatediel streets.

Paul Van Auken Shares his Research Project on Neighborhoods Aatigust Food for
Thought Lunch

Paul Van Auken, UW Oshkosh Sociology Department, mslaoting a research project —
Oshkosh Neighborhood Survey — that includes mapping, s/aeatification and photos — all
done by citizens. The purpose of this multi-year progett develop a better understanding of
Oshkosh neighborhoods and the quality of life withiem. The information gained from the
project will be used to construct a report about theatit9shkosh neighborhoods, including
recommendations for addressing identified issuess hoped that not only will survey
participants learn more about themselves and their coityrbut that they will also be
empowered to take action to improve it. The projeciudes mapping, photography and
narrative reporting.
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School Superintendent Don Viegut Brings League up to date ddtrategic Planning

When Dr. Viegut(pictured, right)arrived in Oshkosh
barely a year ago, he said one of his goals wastablesh a
strategic plan for the district. He has not forsatkeat goal
and plans to have the steering committee in placeugyst,
2011. He has a list of “over 200 people” who would like to
work on the strategic plan.

For those of us in attendance at the June Food for |
thought lunch, the planning process sounds a lot |&& ttal
Quality Management program used by UW Oshkosh and =3
many other schools, universities, businesses, etcder to hear aII views and sift and winnow
ideas. The smaller committees would meet througimaufiadl. The whole process would be
completed by December. He urged League members to \@ldotehese committees. Indeed,
the Winnebago County League at its annual meeting gnIdapproved a local study item to
“Monitor the OASD Strategic Planning process.”

Meanwhile, Dr. Viegut described his first year asyvaisy, but he was quick to add that
he enjoys his work. When he arrived the distrad lost 15 administrators who had moved to
different jobs or retired. All of those vacancies/@ been filled and he is pleased with the
effectiveness of both the administrative team aedSitthool Board. He described the Board as
“coming together” as a body elected to serve “@lchildren in the district.”

He is very much concerned about the steep budget cuisgcvom the state
Legislature’s budget. He feels the full impact of thasts will not be felt until the 2012-2013
school year. And this impact will demand sharp cotsaf least five more years. Meanwhile, he
said the district is working hard to boost moraleagithe staff members who have, like most
civic employees, “taken a beating.”

Notes from LWV Winnebago County Annual Meeting

The 2011 Annual Meeting was held at Becket's Restauraktaynl6. Members
approved the consent agenda, treasurer’s final repa20fi@d-2011, the annual budget
for 2011-2012 and bylaws changes. Members elected Kathy Pndpfna Marshall to
serve as co-presidents and Mary Kotschi as secrefikegted as board members were
Jan Scalpone, Carol Codner, Peggy Cox and Jeanne Shiras.

The members chose the following recommended local @nogtudies:

- Continue to monitor consolidation of county and citglttedepartments.
- Monitor the Oshkosh Area School District Strategiaipiag process.

Members also adopted wording changes to the Educatiomopasitd the other

existing local positions.

Report on county board reorganization -LWV-WC members attended numerous
county board standing committee meetings. LWV-WC recenated that the Judiciary
Committee consider a reduction in board size from 36 raesrtbo either 32 or 28
members. League sponsored a panel moderated by Stephethiinncluded three
County Board chairpersons from counties that have rednegk within the past couple
of years. Two of those reductions were brought abowbbsr referendums. Many
Winnebago County board members attended that forum. Q&/Q2/the Judiciary
Committee proposed to the entire board that the nunilreembers be reduced from 36
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to 32. The county board voted to keep the number of supes\as 36. The county
board adopted a new district map on May 17, 2011.

Report on Oshkosh parks historic signs:Sign wording has been
completed. Parks Board approved. Ray Maurer, Parks Diyéet® ©

Carl E. Steiger Park

sought and received donations from community groups to pdfo
historic signs. UW Oshkosh may pay for 2 signs for usityeowned
parks. LWV-WC may purchase a plaque acknowledging those don
that will hang in the city hall. Here to the rightthe latest design of
one of the signs.

League Co-President Kathy Propp Speaks to Parks Board

The Oshkosh Parks Dept held a public meeting on May 26lit comments about
park needs and about their draft Goals and Objectivefié Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan now being updated. Several softball, baseball@u#isorganizations urged the city to
develop more playing fields. Menominee Park was sugdess one location.

On behalf of LWV, Kathy Propp suggested instead tretity, county and adjacent
towns work together on a regional sports complex batrio additional softball fields be
constructed in Menominee Park. No more intense useddsbe added to our city parks without
updated master plans for each park. Our limited gre@oescannot be replaced.

She also noted the need for some smaller greensspétbén the older developed area of
the city that is deficient in park land, althoughgkarneighborhood and community parks are
being given priority in the new plan. LWV also supportskgemonstration projects for natural
landscaping of shorelines, rain gardens, small tieteponds, etc. in appropriate park low spots.

Volunteers are needed as “bus buddies” on a “Try Transit” day, Saturday,
August 27 in Oshkosh. We need 27 volunteers — each to work a 2-3 hour
shift — to ride one of the city buses to answer questions and hand out
promotional items for the day. This is a free-ride day designed to
encourage more citizens to “dump the pump” and use our city buses.
Would a few LWV members be willing to volunteer? Contact Deb Tauer at
ADVOCAP 426-0150 —to sign up. Thank you.

League of Women Voters of Winnebago County
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DUES NOTICE September 2011—August 2012

Because our dues do not cover our expenses, we very ppietiate members who help us out
with an additional contribution. This is a deliberdéeision by the board to keep dues as
affordable as possiblerour generous contribution makes the difference!

Per member, LWV-WC pays $30 to the state League, and %86 tational League. Wese
$10 for each individual member and $15 for each househattbership, plus we have our own
local expenses.

Please make your dueleck payable to LWV of Winnebago County
Pleasemail your check tothe Treasurer: Karen Boehning
1202 Algoma Blvd.
Oshkosh, WI 54901
Thank you in advance for your membership and your h elp.

LWV of Winnebago County dues 2011-2012
Dues are NOT tax deductible.
New members who joined in March or later need notgummn.

Basic Dues $50.00
Household Dues (two members) $75.00
Student Dues: $10.00
New Categories:
Limited Income Dse $25.00
Sustaining Membéip: $100.00
Centennial Membsip: $150.00

Additional donation to LWV Winnebago County
This is not tax deductible but is very much neéedwl appreciated.

Total payable to LWV Winnebago County:

Optional: LWV-US Education Fund
This reduces our per-member payment and IS tax dedtible.
Write a separate check to LWV-US Education Fund.

Send the check to Karen Boehning.

Optional: LWV-WI Education Fund
Tax deductible, separate check t&/B¥W Ed. Fund
Send the check to Karen Boehning

Name(s)
Address:
Phone: E-mail:

€ 1 want my email address shared with LWV-US and LW\+or updates
€ Please use my email address for LWV Winnebago Couaiyamly

Your email address will be included on the League membership list that is distributed to
local League members only.

From the Treasurer:
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We very much value you as a member and we know you value League and all it
does.

A dues-renewal form is included in this newsletter. We appreciate your
promptness in handling this.

If you read the fine print on the renewal form, you know that we count very
heavily on our members paying more than the dues amount to balance our budget. Our
basic dues of $50/person and $75/household don’t cover our expenses, but our policy is
to keep dues affordable so as many people as possible can join. Hence, we’ve created
a new $25 Limited Income Category.  We depend on the commitment and generosity
of our members to fill in the gap. Hence, we now have our new $100 Sustaining and
$150 Centennial Categories . By becoming a Sustaining or Centennial member, you
help expand advocacy, underwrite the $25 dues category, and recognize the importance
of a League presence in the community.

A little more explanation on League donations:
Donations and membership to LWV-Winnebago County are NOT tax deductible
Donations to the LWV-US Education Fund ARE tax deductible AND offset our
League’s assessment for national dues.
Donations to the LWV-WIS Education Fund ARE tax deductible but do not offset
our assessment for state dues.

Please renew as soon as possible. We want you to be a League member

Please let me know if you have questions.

Karen Boehning, Treasurer
426-2843
boehningk@gmail.com

Five LWVWC Leaguers Attend State Convention

Dr. Charles Franklin, UW Madison, was the keyngieeder at the LWVWI Convention
in Whitewater, June 10-11. In his speech, “The ImpaP&aofisan Polarization in Wisconsin
Politics,” he showed by maps and graphs how Wiscqditical parties have gained and lost
strongholds in the state. He also showed how stroegholds have such large populations that
they determine the total state outcomes in elections

In the afternoon, some of us attended a session o
the new LWVWI Members-Only Website and others went
to the workshop on 501c3 status that will allow statguea
and local leagues to have tax-exempt status. Thedfghli
of the afternoon was the Parade of Leagues duringhwhi
time each League got to give a short presentatiats on
activities. The day ended with a Plenary Sessioing
which the League decided not to adopt any new stedysifor the year.
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Winnebago League of Women Voters “Food for Thought” Lunch
Program Survey - June 2011

We’'ve had great attendance at our monthly lunch progaathsve
appreciate your attendance. Feel free to invite friemeighbors, and co-
workers to these League programs. You do not need to be aelewgnber
to attend any League function. We welcome any intedestizens! Help
us plan the next “Food for Thought” lunch program serietakiyg a few
minutes to complete this survey NOW!

Circle your choice and feel free to add comments:

Location of Food for Thought lunch program Excellent Fair Poor

If we changed the dayof the luncheorywvhat would be betterfor you:
Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday

Program topics— what issues/topics would you like to hear more about:

Local government What's new around town
Education Non-profit agency updates
Environment City development/planning

Budget issues Public Safety/Crime Trends/Crime
Prevention

Transportation Oshkosh and the World
Employment and Trends Road Construction Updates

Community initiatives (Civility Project; Self-Suffiency Project, etc.)
Local task force updates (housing, food pantry, etc.)

What's on your mind? What topics or issues are ofasteto you? Please provide ideas
for program presentations or further define any of tipics above:

Do you invite others to attend these lunch programsy &iwhy not?
Mail your completed survey to Dorry Wilner 1707 ChestnuiCatkosh 54901

Thank you for your feedback! Name
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LWV Winnebago Voter
1936 Hazel St.
Oshkosh WI 54901

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS MISSION
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization of men and women,
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Visit
http://www.lwv.org, http://www.lwvwi.org, http://www.lwvwinnebago.org

Members receive the bi-monthly Winnebago Voter, Forward from LWV-WI, and action alerts.
Meetings are open to the public. We believe open civil discourse is critical to protect democracy
and move forward with positive reform.

League Membership : $50 ($75 for two in household), $10 students, $25 limited income)
Winnebago County Voter Subscription only: $10.00.
Dues payable to: LWV Winnebago County, 1202 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh 54901.

President Barack Obama Senator Ron Johnson
http://whitehouse.gov http://ronjohnson.senate.qgov
Senator Kohl Rep. Tom Petri
http://kohl.senate.gov http://Petri.house.gov

Sen. Randy Hopper (18" Dist) Rep. Gordon Hintz (54™ Dist)
Sen.hopper@legis.wisconsin.gov  Rep.Hintz@legis.wisconsin.gov

Sen. Michael Ellis (19" Dist) Rep. Dick Spanbauer (53" Dist)
Sen.ellis@legis.wisconsin.gov Rep.Spanbauer@legis.wisconsin.gov
Rep. Dean Kaufert (55" Dist) Gov. Scott Walker
Rep.Kaufert@legis.wisconsin.gov http://govgeneral@wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin Legislative Hotline: 800-362-9472  Capitol Hill Switchboard 202-224-3121
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