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March / April 2011

March / April Calendar

Thursday, March3  7:00 — 8:00 PM
Neenah City Council District 1 Candidates Forum
Neenah City Hall, 211 Walnut St.

Tuesday, March 9, 11:45 am.

Food for Thought Lunch

Vitale’s Italian Cuisine 215 W. Murdock Ave.

Local Government Efficienc

Craig Maher, UWO MPA Program
http://imww.jsonline.com/news/opinion/115327704.html

Thursday, March 10 7:00 — 9:30 PM

Candidate Forum: Oshkosh Mayor & Oshkosh City
Council Oshkosh City Hall, Room 400

Moderator & Panel Member: Kathy Propp & Elliott Ge

Monday, March 14 6:30 PM
Menasha City Council candidates forum
Menasha Senior Center, 116 Main St.

Monday, March 14 6:30 — 8:30 PM
Winnebago County LWV Board Meeting
147 W. 229 Ave.

Thursday, March 24 6:30 — 8:30 PM

Candidate Forum: Oshkosh School Board & Circuit Court
Judge Branch VI Oshkosh City Hall, Room 400
Moderator Frankie Mengeling, Panel Members Taylor Ka
& David Jones

Tuesday, April 5 Spring Election
Polls Open from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM

Monday, April 11 6:30 — 8:30 PM
Winnebago County LWV Board Meeting
1545 Arboretum Dr. #413

Wednesday, April 13 11:45 am

Food for Thought Lunch

Vitale’s Italian Cuisine 215 W. Murdock Ave.
Maureen Muldoon, Oshkosh Stormwater Advisory B

Don’t Miss These Candidates Forums

Oshkosh
Thursday, March 10 7:00 to 9:30 PM
Oshkosh Mayor (Tony Palmeri, Burk Tower)
Followed by
Oshkosh City Council
Oshkosh City Hall, 215 Church Ave.

Thursday, March 24 7:00-9:00 PM
Oshkosh School Board
Followed by
Circuit Court Judge Branch Vi
Oshkosh City Hall, 215 Church Ave.

Neenah
Thursday, March 3 6:30 — 7:30 PM
Neenah City Council District 1
Neenah City Hall, 211 Walnut St.

Menasha
Monday, March 14 6:30 PM
Menasha City Council
Menasha Senior Center, 116 Main St.

Note: The Oshkosh forums will be broadcast live on
Oshkosh Community Media television CitiCable 10 and
radio WOCT 101.9 FM and rebroadcast several times
prior to the spring election on April 5. They are also
available via video stream at
www.oshkoshcommunitymedia.org. This allows people
without Time Warner Oshkosh to view the forums at
their convenience.
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ESTHER Spokesperson, Tina Haffeman, Presents Case for WarngrShelter

Unlike Fond du Lac and Appleton, Oshkosh lacks a Wagrﬁhelter for homeless
people. ESTHER seeks to remedy that situation. =

Tina Haffeman, ESTHER spokesperson, describe
the progress ESTHER has made in creating a
shelter in Oshkosh at the League’s January Food|
for Thought lunch.

She pointed out the difference between
emergency shelters, such as Father Carr’s The
Place 2B and the Christine Anne. They cannot _
admit persons who are using drugs or alcohol, or == Tl
persons with mental illness who need supervision s |

A warming shelter has two staff members =~
who are awake and on duty all night. Clients are
housed on cots in one large room. They must be
years old or older. Warming shelters are open on
during the winter months in this part of the U.S.

Most Blessed Sacrament church on High &
Avenue (the St. Peter’s site of Most Blessed Saanapaish) has offered a large room below
the former school's gym. City inspectors have apgtdlie location subject to a few conditions.
No conditional use permit is required because the slielgewed as an accessory use to the
church.

ESTHER is in the process of forming a separate 501(bd@)d to administer the warming
shelter that will be named “Day by Day.” At presemited Way is acting as fiscal agent.

Update: (Ed. Note: | received this information in early Februémym ESTHERESTHER isalso
working on writing by-laws, policies and procedures, e\ business plan and initial budget have
been developed. We have received a financial donttad will help to pay for the initial legal
expenses. A critical part of this process includestioreaf a board of directors.

The plan is to open the doors of the warming shbitenid-October of 2011. Therefore,
we will need to have all of the above in place by Fatiruary and the official non-profit
organization formed by next May or June so we can liegivork on staffing and training. We
will also have to actively raise private funds tafice operations.

Concurrently, we will be visiting churches and othegamizations to inform them of the
effort and to garner support in the form of funds asldieers. It is our sincere hope that shelter
for those with no other options will be establishe@®shkosh in time for the 2011 — 2012 cold
season.

Curious? Interested in the League of Women Voters?

Membership is open to women and men 18 years or old&iminebago County. Dues are $50
per individual, $75 per household, $10 per student, $25 for dinmt®me.

For more information contact Kathy Propp, Presidéptopp@earthlink.nedvr Fran Garb,
Membership Chairfgarb@new.rr.com

Ready to Join Us?

Send the following form to:

Karen Boehning, Treasurer: 1202 Algoma Blvd. Oshkosh 54901
Name: Address:

Phone: Email:
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February Lunch Speaker Gives Update on Aging and Disability Reource Center

Mark Weisensel, Winnebago County Supervisor of Agindj@isability Resource
Center, was February’s Food for Thought lunch speaker.
The ADRC opened its door in February of 2010 at two
locations: 220 Washington Avenue in Oshkosh and 211
N. Commercial in Neenah.
The ADRC is a no-cost, single point of contact
for information and assistance. It serves persuas @0
years of age, adults (18 and older) with disabilites]
family and caregivers who need information about-ong
term care programs and services.
According to the ARDC brochure the following
help is available:
Information and assistance
Long-Term Care options counseling
Access to Long Term Care programs
Benefits counseling
Protective services
- Powers of Attorney
- Guardianship
- Involuntary placement.
Most of the services of the ARDC have been availfdslenany years, but last year they
were assembled into one agency to provide bettercesrand greater efficiency.

Current Status of Health Department Consolidation In WinnebagoCounty
(Ed. Note: The following is a report written by Ann Marshall on the ongoiw®tings concerning
consolidating the health department in Winnebago County.)

| have attended the Winnebago County Board of Headisting on February 4, 2011 and
the Oshkosh City Board of Health meeting on Febr@a8ry2011. Here is an update on what is
happening on health department consolidation.

Baker-Tilly has been chosen to conduct the studydosalidation of all the health
departments in Winnebago County. They also did thek R@unty consolidation with the City
of Beloit in 2005. The cost for the study is $50,000 andirghmaid by county funds. The
group planned a kick-off for the four health departmeptesentatives for Feb3ut a blizzard
postponed that for a few days. The study is noweamiltdle of its expected course. The Boards
of Health of the four entities have had meetingarswer questions from the consultants as have
staff members from the departments. Apparently thesgians are going well. Some
preliminary recommendations may come out as earBpaisor May after which will come some
more data gathering if needed and analysis. Tadifeport should be completed in June.

The City of Oshkosh made the decision early theg ye be an active participant in the
Baker-Tilly study rather than continue to try to négie a separate agreement. It was agreed that
Baker-Tilly will bring objectivity to the table and Ivbe able to gather the necessary data in a
systematic unbiased manner. This means that thessrbes slowed down somewhat for
Oshkosh, but the Board of Health and the represeesadiithe Oshkosh Health Services
Department concur that this is without a doubt the “teago”.

The Oshkosh Department has instituted some chargesiétke it possible to function
well. Denise Krueger, an RN with a master’s degeerpw the interim public health officer.

Mark Ziemer will continue to provide administrativergces, and there has been new part time
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hire who will provide coordination to the nursingf&tarhese three department leaders meet once
each week to make sure things are running smoothlyaplan and implement necessary
changes. Within the next week a new lab person witiiteel and that position will be moved

from public health to the water department. Weightgléasures and Sanitation are already not
part of the Health Services Department.

There are five scenarios that are being considered.

1. Combine all four health departments

2. Combine Neenah and Menasha

3. Possible combination of Winnebago County and Gshko

4. Possible combination of Winnebago County, OshkoshNeenah
5. Keep four separate health departments.

Doug Gieryn at the last County Board of Health meeitidicated that Menasha was not
fully buying into the study. He did not elaborate, buatt fbrobably is what brought about
scenario # 4.

Little more information will be available before April.will continue to monitor by way
of attending the meetings. Probably the most infakmane will be the next meeting of the
Oshkosh Board of Health that is scheduled for April 27.

Parks Project Signage Proposal Moves Easily Through Park Advisory Board

Oshkosh parks advisory board unanimously passed a resdligo ahead with signage
proposed by League members to put up signs in 20 city pdritee gark is named after a person,
the signs provide information on that person. lreptiases the signs explain the reason the city
chose that name for this parkland. For example, ReaVAPark is named to honor the men of
the 32 (Red Arrow) Divison of the Wisconsin National Guard

The League’s work on writing up the text for the sigas been an ongoing project for
two years. Now, the League along with Oshkosh Plslidsager has decided on a sign design. In
an email to me on Feb. 22, Ray Maurer wrote, “It (dhesory board) was overwhelmingly
supportive and a unanimous vote was taken to proceede®athing funding. The board
members liked the design as well as the idea of giraythe parks history.”

The next step will be to find funding for the projedihe Oshkosh Community
Foundation is interested in helping with this.

Donation for New Park Land in Neenah

Meanwhile Neenah and Menasha League members anectimgdsurveys of their parks.
They were pleased to note that a Neenah womananititeé $600,000 to develop a park and trail
along the southwest shore of Little Lake Butte dest84oThe three-acre park is the former
Quality State Oil and Neshek properties and formerehohthe Optimist Paddle Center. The
parkland is key to establishing a pedestrian and lgdyall that would connect the Fox Cities
Trestle Trail with downtown Neenah.
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League Forum on County Board Organization: Observations from the Mderator

The January 31 League Forum featured a panel of county tlaaird in three Wisconsin
counties that have reduced the size of the county soa@nes Dwyer (Waukesha County),
Martin Farrell (Fond du Lac County), and Lance Pliml
(Wood County). The Fond du Lac board was reduced from
36 to 18 by referendum. The Wood board was reduced from
38 to 19, also by referendum. The Waukesha board reduction
from 35 to 25 occurred by board action with re-confirnmatio
this year.

The panel focused its remarks on the (1) impact on
committee structure, (2) supervisor workload, (3) politica
impact of board reduction, and (4) financial impact airdo
reduction.

All three counties reduced the number of committedthoAgh the chairs were not
excited about the change, they indicated that thestrewwtures were working. Chair Pliml said
that fewer committees even might have reduced fleeefect” of fragmentation of board
perspectives.

All three chairs had concerns about the increasekleast for supervisors. None of the
counties, however, had evaluated whether the supeswigae involved in more than they
needed to be.

The chairs also noted that reducing the size of Isdaad not increased the number of
candidates running for supervisor positions or thénityi of supervisors. There was some
concern about people having less representation wittesrbaards, although it was not clear
how much active representation occurred with the tdvgards.

The chairs did not believe that the smaller boarsislted in any significant financial
savings.

In spite of the chairs' less-than-enthusiastic resptmboard reduction, none of them
advocated returning to their previous sizes. ChaiyddWelieved that 25 supervisors was an
appropriate number for Waukesha County. Chairs FarrlPaml concurred that boards
between 20 and 25 would work for Fond du Lac and Wood @sunt

The Forum was well attended, with over one-halhef\Winnebago County Board in the
audience.

(Editor’s Note: The January 31" forum was only one of several actions by the Winnebago
County LWV in regard to its position asking for a reduction in the size of the Winnebago
County Board and its committees. Members have attenddtie Judiciary Committee
meetings of the county board and presented statementsging the board to reduce its size
and rearrange its committee structure. The board hashe power to reduce its size this year
as part of the normal decennial redistricting following acensus. Under a state law passed
several years ago, citizens can call for a referendumaéng with the size of their county
board. This happened in Fond du Lac County where citens voted to cut the board in half.
The legislation which allows these referendums, howevetpes not permit citizens to vote on
the number of standing committees. It is best for boals to make their own size reductions
in conjunction with reorganization of standing committees aithe same time. However, in

its February 22" board meeting, the Winnebago County Board voted to keep itize at the
current 36 members. Citizens could petition for a refeendum some time after April 2012.)
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ACTION! ACTION! LWVUS & LWVWI Action Alerts

The LWVUS’s Most Recent Actiong=d. Note: Members: Are you receiving emails on these
action alerts? If not, go to LWVUS and sign in as a member.)

1. President Urged to Protect Voting Rights Feb 23, 2011

Appoint Commissioners to Elections Panel

2. League Urges White House to Quickly Appoint EAC Commissioner- Feb 23, 2011
The League and coalition partners sent a letter to the White House urgiRgesident to
quickly appoint commissioners to the Election Assistance Commission.

3. League Urges Senate to Oppose Elimination of Presidentiaublic Financing - Feb 17,
2011

League President, Elisabeth MacNamara, sent a letter to Senators urgmddloppose S. 194
and any other moves to eliminate the public financing system for prealdsgattions.

4. League Urges House and Senate to Investigate FEC Failwr&eb 16, 2011

The League, with coalition partners, urged House and Senate committee keaiieestigate
and hold hearings on the systemic problems with the Federal Election €siommi

As you might expect, the state League’s action alerts heagn many this January and February. They fall
into two categories: announcements that Andrea Kahijriixecutive Director of the League of Women
Voters of Wisconsin, has made a statement and giggimtzy before a legislative committee on a
particular topic. Most notably these have been on/titer ID bills that the League is opposed to. She has
also made statements concerning the possible logty tfamsit funds should the “budget repair bill” pass
and has urged the Legislature to give time for debateefbtldget repair” bill.

In addition, the LWV Wisconsin has asked its membekgrite to their senators and assemblymen in
opposition to the Voter ID bill and to protect cityrisdt funding. To view the Wisconsin League’s Issues
and Advocacy, go to this websitemw.lwvwi.org/IssuesAdvocacy.aspx

Here are a couple of excerpts from Ms. Kaminiski’'s stat@ on Senate Bill6, the Voters ID bill.

To: Senate Committee on Transportation and Elections
From: Andrea Kaminski, Executive Director, League afridén Voters of Wisconsin
Re: Opposition to Senate Bill 6

Thank you for this opportunity to testify today about wihgLeague of Women Voters of
Wisconsinstrongly opposes Senate Bill 6. Over the years tigre been a number of voter 1D
bills, generating much legislative and public debate. Jdague has steadfastly opposed them as
legislation that is unneeded and unfair....

The League of Women Voters believes government musblego function efficiently
with a minimum of conflict, wasted time or duplicatioheffort. Wisconsin law should provide
for election administration that is adequately comtéd and funded, to achieve both statewide
standards that are uniformly applied and local muni@ffattiveness.

Last year many candidates promised voters thagdfezl, they would go through state
agency budget requests line by line, seeking to cut expdinat cannot be shown to be useful or
effective. Let’s hold voter ID to that test.

In the nonprofit world, where | operate, funders aekig increased accountability.
With reduced endowments, they want to know thaptbgrams they fund will make a
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difference. Many funders require nonprofits to idgntifeasurable outcomes in our grant
requests, so we can assess later whether a progmsuaeessful. Likewise in the for-profit
world, no business leader would undertake the expersgmigram intended to address
unsubstantiated rumors in the hope of achieving resdtscannot be measured. They want
accountability.

In the case of government programs, the taxpayetthafanders. If the voter ID bill is
passed, how will you measure the success of this goesatrprogram?...

Taxpayer funding will be needed at the state and legals for:

1. The Department of Motor Vehicles, to meet the dwhiar voting IDs or certificates.
Currently our election system is set up at the warel l@ith polling places in
neighborhoods, to encourage civic participation. Holivywu make it as convenient and
accessible for people to get an ID as it is to vote?

2. The Government Accountability Board, for trainingdl officials and educating citizens
about the new law and procedures. This will take saait staff time, as well as funding
for advertising and other direct expenses.

3. Local governments, for training Election Day @éils and educating voters in their
communities. In particular, clerks will have to traioll workers on how to process
provisional ballots. ...

Given that a voter ID program is expensive, unneedédiafair, how will you measure success?
How will you be accountable to the taxpayers, to thersate.

We urge this committee to reject Senate Bill 6 and yaur attention to positive measures to
ensure that every eligible citizen has the opportunityote.

Upcoming Events:

March 9 — Food for Thought Lunch: Craig Maher, chairmtne Public Administration
Department at UW Oshkosh specializing in public budgetimbfinance. In a receitilwaukee
Journal Sentinebp-ed piece, Maher wrote, “the current fiscal crissia window of opportunity
for innovative communities to make significant ségsdorward. He favors “focusing policy
making decisions on performance driven governangée.’read all of hisMilwaukee Journal
Sentinelarticle go here: www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/115327704.html

Tuesday, March 8 600 - 8:00S PM Alberta Kimball Auditorium StBward /candidate
/forum 2011

The Oshkosh Weshdexand Oshkosh NortNorth Starwill host a moderated school board
candidate forum. Candidates will field questions fisiodents only during a lively, two hour
session. Questions will be previewed by the two adsjdmut students will be given free reign for
the evening's topical direction. Candidates whehgarticipated in past such forums have called
them the most challenging and insightful sessiorte@Election season. Alex Hummel will serve
as moderator.

Wednesday, April 13, Food for Thought Lunch. Maureen Mutdassociate professor of
Hydrology, Department of Geology, UW Oshkosh. H&in research interests include the
investigation of groundwater quality and flow in carboraieks, relationship between
carbonate stratigraphy and hydraulic properties, hydrogeolbBigistocene deposits,
land-use impacts on groundwater quality, and delineatiorelifiead protection zones in
fractured rock.

Monday, May 16, LWV Winnebago County Annual Meeting, Beskgi30 — 8:30
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The Winnebago Voter
1936 Hazel St.

Oshkosh WI 54901

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS MISSION
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization of men and women,
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Visit
http://www.lwv.org, http://www.lwvwi.org, http://www.lwvwinnebago.org

Members receive the bi-monthly Winnebago Voter, Forward from LWV-WI, and action alerts.

Meetings are open to the public. We believe open civil discourse is critical to protect democracy
and move forward with positive reform.

League Membership : $50 ($75 for two in household), $10 students, $25 limited income)
Winnebago County Voter Subscription only: $10.00.
Dues payable to: LWV Winnebago County, 1202 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh 54901.

President Barack Obama Senator Ron Johnson
President@whitehouse.gov Ronald johnson@johnson.senate.gov
Senator Kohl Rep. Tom Petri

Senator _kohl@kohl.senate.qgov tompetri@mail.house

Sen. Randy Hopper (18" Dist) Rep. Gordon Hintz (54™ Dist)
Sen.hopper@legis.wisconsin.gov Rep.Hintz@legis.wisconsin.gov

Sen. Michael Ellis (19" Dist) Rep. Dick Spanbauer (53" Dist)
Sen.ellis@legis.wisconsin.gov Rep.Spanbauer@legis.wisconsin.gov
Rep. Dean Kaufert (55" Dist) Gov. Scott Walker
Rep.Kaufert@legis.wisconsin.gov wisgov@ mail.state.wi.us

Wisconsin Legislative Hotline: 800-362-9472  Capitol Hill Switchboard 202-224-3121
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