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Winnebago Voter 
May / June 2010

May / June Calendar 
 

Wednesday, May 12:  Noon 
Food for Thought Lunch 
Vitale’s Italian Cuisine, 215 W. Murdock Ave. 
Mark Rohloff, Oshkosh City Manager 
State Levy Limits, Revenue Sharing, City Services 
 
Monday, May 17:  5:45 – 8:30 pm 
Winnebago County LWV Annual Meeting 
Becket’s Restaurant, 1 City Center  
Jessie Jack Hooper presentation (See page 4) 
 
Thursday, May 20:  6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Stimulus Funds and Oshkosh 
Oshkosh Public Library, 106 Washington Ave. 
City Manager Mark Rohloff, Interim School 
Superintendent Bette Lang, County Executive Mark 
Harris, Econ. Prof Kevin McGee (See page 3) 
 
Wednesday, June 9: Noon 
Food for Thought Lunch 
Vitale’s Italian Cuisine, 215 W. Murdock Ave. 
Doug Gieryn, Dir. Winnebago County Health Dept 
County and City Health Services 
 
Friday, June 11 – Tuesday, June 15 
LWV National Convention 
Atlanta, Georgia  
 
Saturday, June 19:  9:00 am – 3:30 pm 
LWV WI 2010 Annual Meeting 
Via teleconference UW Oshkosh (See page 7) 
 
Monday, June 21: 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Winnebago LWV Board Meeting 
1545 Arboretum Drive, #413 
 

Check out these web addresses: 
www.lwvwinnebago.org   www.lwv.org  www.lwvwi.org 
 

Annual Meeting 
Winnebago County LWV 

5:45 – 8:30 pm 
Becket’s Restaurant 

1 City Center (Jackson St at Fox River) 
 

 
 

5:45 pm  Social time, 6:10 pm order from 
limited menu.  (See page 4 for menu choices) 
 
6:15 pm    Jessie Jack Hooper tells us about 
her role in the suffragist movement and in 
LWV founding  (don’t miss this!) 
 
6:45 pm    Dinner is served 
7:30 pm    Annual business meeting 

Decision on Local Program 
Finalizing 2010 – 2011 Budget 

Election of Officers 
 

Check your emails for the Annual 
Meeting Packet.  Bring it with you to the 
meeting.  Reservations: 
jkpropp@earthlink.net , 231-4770 
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League Learns about UMOS services at April Lunch 
 
 Julia Luna, family services manager, explained the services of UMOS (United Migrant 
Opportunity Service) at the April Food for Thought lunch at Vitale’s on April 14.  UMOS, 
headquartered in Milwaukee, has a busy branch office here in Oshkosh located at 300 S. Koeller. 
 UMOS’ mission statement declares that it is a non-profit, advocacy organization that 
provides programs and services which improve the employment, educational health, and housing 
opportunities of under-served populations.  The agency has been in existence for over 42 years.  
This multi-funded agency provides: 
�� Child Development Programs 
�� Workforce Development 
�� Health Promotion/Disease Prevention 
�� Housing 
�� Latina Resource Center 
�� Immigration Services 
�� Corporate/Special Events 

 Ms. Luna says that UMOS serves over 500 kids in 
its Head Start program which is funded by the national 
Offices of Head Start. In addition UMOS offers early 
childhood educational services which center on school 
readiness, development of motor skills, creative thinking, self-esteem, socialization and cognitive 
development.   

The migrant head start health services provide children with physical exams, dental 
screenings.  It provides parents with health education, pre- and post natal education, family 
nutrition education as well.  UMOS has its own busses to take children to head start classes, and 
also to take children and parents to other meetings.  
 
Winnebago LWV Participates in Oshkosh Transit Survey 
 

“B’s the bus, the bouncing bus / That bears the shopper storeward” 
These lines from one of my children’s books have stuck with me for decades.  They were vividly 
recalled as I took part in the Oshkosh Transit bus survey on April 27.  Lurton and Carolyn 
Blassingame, Louise Coumbe, Fran Garb, me, Mary Ann Offer, Carl Miller, Kathy Propp and Jan 
Scalpone took the early morning two-hour slot from 6:45 – 8:45 AM and met at the terminal at 
6:30 AM.   
 We were each assigned to a route and given 
a box of the 11-question surveys, pencils and free 
bus ride tickets.  I had a scenic route ( #1 & #4) 
which includes Menominee Park.  After our hitch 
was over, we compared notes and decided public 
transit is vital.  It serves a couple of niche 
populations that would be unable to get out and 
about without it.  The driver on my route was 
friendly; he knew most of the riders who seemed 
to enjoy their conversations with him. 
 A second group took an afternoon shift from 2:45 – 4:45 PM: Rachel Benton, Margy 
Davey, Anne and Steve Hintz, Elaine Jungwirth, Connie Kanitz, Shirley Mattox. Carolyn 
Blassingame, Kathy Propp and Mary Ann Offer did both stints.    
 

Julia Luna, UMOS 

Leaguers get instructions from Jason Kakatsch 
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March Food For Thought Speaker Passionate about Water Quality 
 
 Justin Mitchell, member of the city’s sustainability board, is earnestly committed to 
improving the quality of Oshkosh’s water supply.  This includes construction of storm water 
retention basins, shoreline restoration along the 22 miles of shoreline, and reducing the amount of 
water city residents and businesses use. 
 He defined sustainability as keeping our water clean 
and using it wisely.  He said the city supports water 
stewardship but needs citizens with “gumption” to see that the 
city lives up to its stewardship.  Currently he said Oshkosh has 
“regressive” water system because it charges less as more 
water is used.  Reversing that would make businesses and 
residents more careful about how much water they use. 
 Oshkosh’s 2003 water quality plan led to the 
formation of the Winnebago Lakes Council Vision for 2013: 

· Water quality for swimming 
· Shoreline restoration 
· Prevention of run off into the community’s water ways 

 The city—despite its regressive fee scale—has made some progress in water quality 
· Enhanced street sweeping (Note: storm sewer water flows directly into lakes and rivers) 
· Wet ponds and detention basins 
· Biofilters on industrial lands 
· Preventing leaks in sewer and water lines 
· Planting trees 

 The city’s sustainability board is launching shoreline restoration projects this year.  One 
is scheduled for Miller’s Bay in Menominee Park.  Not only will these make the lake water 
cleaner by preventing runoff, but the taller grasses and plants deter geese. 
 Mr. Mitchell is a take action guy.  When he learned that the water at Menominee beach 
was not tested, he campaigned to get this done.  It is now tested on a weekly basis by the UWO 
biology students who also regularly test some Lake Michigan beaches in Door County and 
Manitowoc. 
 
 
 
Community Meeting on Stimulus Funds 
 
 Over $214 million stimulus dollars flowed into Oshkosh and Winnebago County.  
How is this money being used?  What may happen next? A community meeting outlining 
how stimulus money is being used will be presented at the Oshkosh Library, Thursday, 
May 20th from 6 to 8 PM.  The meeting is co-sponsored by Citizens for a Strong 
Oshkosh, the League of Women Voters of Winnebago County, Winnebago County Labor 
Council AFL-CIO, ESTHER, and the Institute for Wisconsin’s Future. 
 Presentations will be made by City Manager Mark Rohloff, Interim Oshkosh 
School Superintendent Bette Lang, County Executive Mark Harris, and UW Oshkosh 
Econ. Prof. Kevin McGee.  In their factual presentations, they will explain what has 
happened so far and what may happen next. 
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Jessie Jack Hooper, Wisconsin's First League President, Speaks! 
  
 (Editor’s Note: I asked Helen Bannan to explain how she became interested in 
Jessie Jack Hooper and also how she began to make her presentations.   The following is 
what she wrote in an email to me.) 

 
I got interested in Jessie soon after I arrived here in Oshkosh, when a former colleague from the 
history department told me the Oshkosh Public Museum had some records of Jessie Jack 
Hooper, a local woman active in suffrage and peace movements, and also in improving 
conditions for Wisconsin's Indians in the 1920s.  Part of my dissertation was on Indian Policy 
Reform in the 1920s, but I focused mostly on New Mexico issues, and didn't know there was a 
Wisconsin connection, so I was intrigued.  I found that Jessie had corresponded with the major 

people involved, the stars of my dissertation, and 
was hooked!  Suffrage and peace were her main 
passions, but she was a consistent and active ally 
to Wisconsin Indians.  She became state LWV 
Indian Affairs chair, at the request of the Native 
women who led reservation-based LWV 
branches, in 1926 and remained in that position 
until her death. She also taught Lillie Oshkosh 
(the chief's granddaughter) from Keshena how to 
lobby!    
 
I started doing presentations when a UWO 
Women's Studies colleague, Liz Cannon, asked 
me to speak to her class on "A Day without 
Feminism," the kickoff to Women's History 
month in March 2008.  I had dressed for the day 
in a sort of old-fashioned dress (since without 
feminism, we would be wearing dresses most of 
the time) and a hat, as "ladies" did when going 
out in the days before feminism.  I had by that 
time been doing research for my biography of 
Jessie for nearly two years, so I already knew her 

VERY well, and thought it would be relatively easy to answer questions from her perspective. 
 It was, and it went over well.  I had scheduled a Women's History Month talk to my Oshkosh 
AAUW chapter on Jessie for later that month, and tried it in costume.  I have re-enacted Jessie 
about a dozen times, mostly in Wisconsin but also for the 25th anniversary of the Archives of 
the General Federation of Women's Clubs in Washington, DC, last spring. 
 
Menu Selections for the May 17 Annual Meeting Dinner at Becket’s 

Order from these choices at the Annual Meeting: 
Chicken salad wrap $7, salmon salad $10, St Louis ribs 1/2 rack $13,  
beer battered or broiled cod $9, grilled walnut chicken with cheese tortellini and steamed broccoli 
in hazelnut cream sauce $16, five cheese lasagna with mushrooms, spinach, roasted red pepper 
cream sauce (vegetarian) $11, shaved rib eye sandwich with onions, peppers, provolone cheese 
$8. Plus gratuity and tax. Add $2 for soup or house/seasonal salad. 

Directions to Becket’s:  Becket’s, 1 City Center, is located in the former Park Plaza shopping 
center.  Ample parking is available in the City Center Lot on Jackson Street (just north of the 
Jackson/Oregon St. bridge. 
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Winnebago County League Holds Three Candidate Forums in March 
 
 A three hour candidates’ forum was held by the League in Oshkosh on March 18.  
Oshkosh City Council, Oshkosh Area School Board, Winnebago County Circuit Court Branch V 
and two contested seats on the Winnebago County Board filled the three hour time slot.  The 
forum was broadcast live by CitiCable 10, radio station 101.9 FM as well as being available via 
video stream on Oshkosh Community Media’s web site. 
 Moderators for the forum were Kathy Propp and Frankie Mengeling.  Panel members 
were Morgan Redemann, Oshkosh West High School senior; Elliott Garb, League member; and 
David Jones, criminal justice professor at UW Oshkosh. 

The Winnebago County board districts in the Neenah/Menasha area were invited to 
participate in a Winnebago County Board Supervisors Candidates Forum on Monday, March 15, 
2010 at the Elisha D. Smith Public Library in Menasha.  All six candidates, Joseph Maehl and 
Donald Miller – District 6, James Koziczkowski and Bill Roh – District 7 and Jay Schroeder and 
Jerry Finch – District 28 attended this event.  Candidates had a lively discussion on a variety of 
issues.  Connie Kanitz, LWV Winnebago County member, was the moderator.   

The Neenah Mayoral forum was held on March 25, 2010 at the Neenah City Hall.  Two 
candidates, George Scherck , incumbent, and Todd Stevenson attracted interested citizens to this 
forum, and they offered diverse answers to written questions.  Time Warner Cable rebroadcast 
this forum on March 27, 28, 31, April 3 and 4.  The University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley 
facilitated the taping of the forum and Peggy Cox was the moderator.   
 
 
League Members Attend the Women’s Fund “Power of the Purse” Luncheon 
 
 Seventeen League members from 
Winnebago County and Ripon LWV 
attended the Women’s Fund Power of the 
Purse Luncheon on Thursday, April 28.  
The 750 guests heard an inspirational 
speech by Erin Brockovich, legal assistant 
who helped the residents of Hinkley, CA 
win a lawsuit against a power company 
accused of polluting the local water 
supply.   
 Progress was reported on this 
year’s Power of Ten, an initiative 
covering ten groups of women and men, 
giving them $100,000 total to improve the 
lives of local women of all ages.  Each 
table received an envelope of $50.00 to 
“make it grow” into a philanthropic gift for one of the Women’s Fund’s special projects.  Since 
we had two tables, the League received $100 to launch a project. 
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LWV Parks Committee Greets New Parks Director 
 
 Five members of the Winnebago County LWV Parks committee met with Oshkosh’s new 
parks director, Ray Maurer, on Friday, April 30 in the city’s parks building on Witzel Avenue. 
 Mr. Maurer had already received and read our parks book, recommendations and position 
statement.  We were pleased to see that his views and ours coincided on many points.  After a 
tour of the parks building, we sat down for some question and answer time.  Mr. Maurer assured 
us that the building of the first phase of the river walk from Riverside Park to the Main Street 
bridge, will begin after Irish Fest (June 11-13) and be completed by late October.   
 As members of the park committee did their survey of parks in the last two years, we 
became aware that the comprehensive plan was out of date.  Mr. Maurer said work on the update 
of the plan will begin in house this fall.  He sees the need for an outside consultant and also input 

from the community.  We also 
commented on the work going on at 
Quarry Park.  When that is finished the 
park will be landscaped.   
 Our conversation with him 
included our recommendation for historic 
signage for each park.  We have a 
volunteer willing to work on research.  
We realize that most Oshkosh citizens 
don’t know the historical background of 
the names for most of our parks.  He 
thinks this is a great idea.  We were 
pleased to hear that he believes that the 
parks director should work with the 
Community Development Department on 

locating new parks.  He also will work with the department that manages the storm water 
containment system.   
 We were a bit disappointed to learn that the first phase of shoreline restoration has been 
put on hold as the parks department looks for grants.  Also, this summer a minimal chemical 
application will be used to reduce the weeds in Millers Bay. 
 
 
Photos by Tom Mengeling: 
 
  Above, South Park 
 
Right: Menominee Park Beach 
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League of Women Voters of WI Education Fund 
2010 Annual Meeting 

Working for Sustainability 
 

The 2010 Annual Meeting is set for two locations on Friday & Saturday, June 18-19 
 
The location of interest to us is the teleconference session at UW Oshkosh on Saturday only.  
Here is the agenda for the Saturday, June 19th session via teleconference at UWO.   
Check in from 9:00 to 9:30 am 
 
Time Meeting 
9:30 – 10:30 am  

Keynote:  Earth-Friendly Transportation Options for WI  by Steve 
Hiniker, 1000 Friends of Wisconsin 
 

10:45 – Noon  
We’re Paying Attention!: building on the League’s strengths to boost 
membership, capacity and impact with  membership consultants Dorothy 
Lagerroos & Wendy Kloiber 
 

Noon – 12:45  
Lunch 
 

1:00 – 2:00 pm  
Keynote:  Sustainability of Our Court s by Hon. Ann Walsh Bradley, 
Wisconsin Supreme Court 
  

2:00 – 3:30 pm Plenary Session II 
3:30 Adjourn 
 
 
4 great reasons to attend the Annual Meeting via Teleconference 

1. Hear great speakers 
2. Bring information back to your local League and community 
3. Be a part of the action and help the state League plan for the year ahead. You may 

discuss and vote from this Oshkosh location if you are an accredited delegate. 
4. See old friends and make new ones 

 
To attend the teleconference, contact President Kathy Propp (jkpropp@earthlink.net). 
Volunteers will be needed. LWV visitors are encouraged. 
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 The WinnebagoVoter 

1936 Hazel St. 

Oshkosh WI  54901 
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President Barack Obama   Senator Feingold    
President@whitehouse.gov  russel_feingold@feingold.senate.gov  
  
Senator Kohl    Rep. Tom Petri   Gov. James Doyle 
Senator_kohl@kohl.senate.gov  tompetri@mail.house.    wisgov@mail.state.wi.us 
  
Sen. Randy Hopper (18th Dist)  Rep. Gordon Hintz (54th Dist)  
Sen.hopper@legis.wisconsin.gov  Rep.Hintz@legis.wisconsin.gov 
     
Sen. Michael Ellis (19th Dist)  Rep. Dick Spanbauer (53rd Dist) 
Sen.ellis@legis.wisconsin.gov  Rep.Spanbauer@legis.wisconsin.gov 
 
Rep. Dean Kaufert (55th Dist) 
Rep.Kaufert@legis.wisconsin.gov  
 
Wisconsin Legislative Hotline: 800-362-9472Capitol Hill switchboard (202) 224-3121 

   LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS MISSION 
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization of men and women, 
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of 
major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Visit 
http://www.lwv.org,  http://www.lwvwi.org, http://www.lwvwinnebago.org  
 
Members receive the bi-monthly Winnebago Voter, Forward from LWV-WI  Meetings are open to 
the public. Those interested in government and public policy issues will find their intellectual home 
here. 
 
League Membership :  $50 ($75 for two in household), $10 for students 
Winnebago County Voter Subscription only:   $10.00.  
Dues payable to:  LWV Winnebago County, 1202 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh 54901. 
 


