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Winnebago Voter

September / October 2011

September / October Calendar

Monday September 12: 6:30 — 8:30 pm
LWV Board Meeting, 3694 Leonard Pt. Rd.

Wednesday September 14: 11:45 am

Food for Thought Lunch

Vitale’s, 215 W. Murdock Ave.

Oshkosh Transportation Plan

Chris Strong, City of Oshkosh Transportation Directo

Thursday, September 22: 6:30 — 8:30 PM
Public Forum: The Power of Money

Mike McCabe, Executive Director

Wisconsin Democracy Campa

Oshkosh Public Library, 106 Washington Ave.

Saturday, October 8
LWV Wisconsin Issues Briefing Madison

Monday, October 10, 6:30 — 8:30 PM
LWV Board Meeting, 1120 Olson Ave.

Wednesday, October 12
Food for Thought Lunch 11:45
Vitale’s 215 W. Murdock Ave.
Speaker to be announced

October Soapbox Series Fundraiser

Date to be announced

Oshkosh Country Club, 11 W. Ripple Ave.

Steven Walters: Wisconsin Eye producer and Milwauk
Journal Sentinel columnist

October 21-22
Lake Michigan LWV Annual Meeting, Chicago
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Thoughts on Wisconsin’s political polarization
from Steven Walters, WisconsinEye producer
and Milwaukee Journal Sentinel columnist, ang
Canitol cbservelsince 198¢

Check out these web addresses:
www.lwvwinnebago.org

www.|lwv.org
WWW. Iwvwi.org
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City Attorney Briefs League on Gift and Special Events Polias

Credit for drafting a Special Events Policy anditi Bolicy for the City of Oshkosh goes
to Lynn Lorenson, Oshkosh City Attorney since 2008.

Attorney Lorensorgpictured right)described the history of
creating the policies, the contents of both and tUmeirat the
July Food for Thought lunch at Vitales.

The Gift Policy was adopted on March 8, 2011. She
said when she began to look for existing policiestier cities
she came up empty handed; however, she pointed out the
University System, Public Museum and Oshkosh Public
Library had gift policies. She looked into those afgb that of Seattle, WA.

The City is never obligated to accept a gift. Giitsl donations can be made to any city
department. The library and the museum have their oliciggo Three broad categories of gifts:
1. Money and securities
2. Real property
3. Everything else

Usually the gifts of money and securities are meam&fspecific thing, say a statue. Real
property often tends to have “environmental issued’suth gifts need to go through the Plan
Commission, specific board and City Council. The pationsiders the effect of moving
property off the tax roll and the maintenance of tlopprty.

The ten-page gift policy is available at City Hafttached to it are the application forms
for monetary donations, personal property donatiaed,property donations, in-kind
contributions and donations form for public improvemenjguts, memorials, tributes, and
works of art.

Attorney Lorenson also talked about the Special Eventicy that went into effect
January 1, 2011. This policy covers one-time events, aeweats, public/private events that
bring together 250 or more people. These events mayateacidsing streets, using parks,
temporary installations, police, fire, health andesaf Events where alcoholic beverages are
sold fall under the special events policy too.

Leach Amphitheater events are exempt from the citigypab they have their own. Also
exempt are events on private property, e.g., Titan @tadi

The City has received 94 applications for eventsceSine policy went into effect,
Attorney Lorenson said there is much better feedbadkfze City now knows whom to
contact for each event.

UWO Prof. Paul Van Auken Takes Us into Our Neighborhoods at Agust Lunch

How big is your neighborhood? What does it includefaelMtold
that Oshkosh doesn’t have neighborhoods, Professordken pictured
right) doubted that was true and designed his neighborhowdystar see
what could be learned about neighborhoods in Oshkoglzert are
invited to participate in his survey (see directiongage 4 of this
newsletter.)

Prof. Van Auken worked on designing neighborhooddaaison
while earning his Ph.D. at UW Madison and beingparcperson for the Madison Capltal
Neighborhood.
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a nonpartisan watchdog group working for clean, open andgstgaogernment and
reforms that make people matter more than money itigsoli
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Oshkosh Neighborhood Study

The purpose of this multi-year project is to develop &ebenderstanding of Oshkosh's neighborhoods and the
quality of life within them. The information gainé@m these activities will then be used to constructpert
about Oshkosh neighborhoods, including recommend&torzgldressing issues that we identify. We hopertbat
only will the participants learn more about themsebsd their community, but they will also be empowered to
take action to improve it.

Participant: Please conduct the following activities in the orgigen below.

Step 1 Draw a map of your neighborhoo8imply take a pen and a sheet of paper (the latgehetter) and draw:
The boundaries, clearly marking the northern, soutteasiern, and western boundaries (streets or physical
features), of the area that you consider to be yoghhberhood.

0 Then, draw in the following details within those bdares, as they apply to you and your
neighborhood:

Major streets

Landmarks (natural features, historical buildings, #t@at are well-known to people in this area)

Parks

Stores, restaurants, bars, etc.

Public facilities (schools, government buildings)

Houses of worship

Other gathering places

The place where you currently live

The place where you currently work (if it is withimetboundaries)

Places where people you know on a first-name basisdnd,

Anything else of importance in your neighborhood.

The map does not have to be to scale, to look goatkaessarily be “accurate.” The purpose is to simplyieee

you think about your neighborhood. Hang on to the magoa¥ use it for the next two steps in the process.

Step 2:Take photographs around your neighborhdad defined by your map) that fall into the following
categories:

Places or things that you value (for social, econpmuiltural, ecological, and/or recreational reasons)
Places or things that you believe have changed @amrgears

Places or things that you feel should be preservedraind/d up/modified

When you are thinking about your neighborhood, placesfianks that come to mind

People who you feel represent who lives in your neididnd

Your most important neighborhood hangout (a place shadtihome, not work)

oukhwnE

Please take at least one (1) photo in each catdgatryot more than fifteen (15) total photos, ideallyhwibur
own digital camera; let us know if you need a camena, we will provide one and reimburse you for the obst
developing hard copies, if applicable. If possible, skae time to carefully think about which
places/things/landmarks/people offer the best fit far with the above photo categories, and have fun tith i

Step 3 Interview: Once you have completed the first tvepst please contact us to schedule an interview, which
will use your map and photos as the basis for a discuabiout your neighborhood and life in Oshkosh. We will
view the map/photos together and ask you a seriasestiqns related to our research topic.
Note: after all of our interviews have been completed, we plan todwewe events in the community to generate
discussion in this regard, and we will touch base with you down the road abmut thi

There is no hurry, so just complete the first two stepas you have timeThanks!

Paul Van Auken, Ph.D.; Sociology Department, EnviramaieStudies Program - UW Oshkosh
vanaukep@uwosh.ep820.424.2038 (office phone)
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Try Transit Day a Success
By Dorry Wilner

The Oshkosh Transit System would like to thank tlsakosh community for makingry Transit Daya success.
Last Saturday, Oshkosh Transit offered free bus et provided incentives for new riders. Volunteeese

on the buses and downtown to help community members leare about Oshkosh Transit. Leaguers Carolyn
Blassingame and Dorry Wilner, plus Gary and Laura ®vjlnolunteered. All riders received prize entry feramd
incentive cards with discounts to local businessdse vent resulted in a 60% increase in ridership. 2[647
rides provided included many first-time riders leaghhow to use the bus system. A survey of participdmutaed

that 20% were first time riders. A total of 49% of papants listed shopping or work as their trip purposéheO

trip purposes included visiting friends/family, learnitige route to school, learning more about the bus routes,
medical appointments, visiting the parks and morean3portation Director Chris Strong will be speakingat
Sept. 14 Food for Thought Lunch.

Shoreland Conservation Tour
By Kathy Propp

The August 17 Shoreland Conservation Tour was sponsored
the Winnebago County Land and Water Conservation Dept,
LWV Winnebago County, Winnebago Lakes Council, and Fox
Valley Area Chapter Wild Ones. The tour focused tbaryon
wetlands. Two of the three sites visited are pictured

First stop was an offshore hard bank protection prejed780
Rivermoor Road, Omro.The rock breakwater was irestath
prevent further shoreland erosion and to provide hiafoita
native water vegetation, fish, and animals. Invayears,
vegetation will grow on the rock barrier as wellhiStype of
project costs $35-$60 per foot and was assisted by a 70% co
share from Winnebago County Land and Water Conservati
Dept.

Second stopvas a sedge meadow wetland restoration project at
5823 Springbrook Road, Omro. The Wentzel family owndeha
land that is now in the CRP land set aside progrRon Wentzel

is explaining the work. The project dug up the old fareirdtiles
and created a few depressions to recreate the nfituvadf water
through this wetland area of about 40-50 acres into Spoogbr
Creek. This project was planned by Peter Ziegler ei¥fisconsin
Waterfowl Association and Keith Marquardt, Winnebago

County Land and Water Conservation Dept. Cost shareynwas
also provided by the LWCD.

Lake Michigan LWV Annual Meeting

League members are invited to the Annual Meetingeot ke Michigan League of Women Voters on October 21
and 22, 2011. It will be held at thlton Oak Lawnin Oak Lawn, lllinois. Go tétakemichiganlwv@gmail.com

for full agenda and registration forms. LWV Winnebd&gpunty will pay your registration fee. Contact Kathy
Propp or Ann Marshall for details.
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LWV Wisconsin Challenges Voter ID Law

The League of Women Voters of Wisconsin Education Fsipdeparing to challenge Wisconsin's new Voter ID
law based on the state constitution. As a nonpartisgamization that encourages participation in goventntiee
League is concerned about the many eligible citizerswithbe disenfranchised by the new law. The League i
working with Attorney Lester Pines of Cullen Westines & Bach.

This challenge is different from lawsuits brought ihev states against voter ID laws because it is barséuke
Wisconsin state constitution. The suffrage or vopingion of the state constitution defines who maye \ottizens,
18+ years of age, residents of WI) and specifies theified subjects relating to suffrage on which lawy iva
enacted: laws defining residency; providing for voegistration; providing for absentee voting; exclgdielons
and persons adjudicated incompetent from suffragegsietiding the right of suffrage to additional persons.

The state constitution specifically limits the clasegcitizens who may be excluded to the two namesseta—
felons and people ruled incompetent. The lawsuit wouddlestge the Legislature's authority to enact this law
which creates a third class of citizens who mayote - those who do not have ID. The lawsuit wibeargue
that the legislature could have the power to requiré (Bnd only if) it is structured in such a way tlitadoes not
disqualify voters, e.g. by allowing a voter without ti@sign an affidavit attesting to their identity.

Contributions may be made payable to LWVWI Education Fwhith is a tax-exempt organization under Section
501(c)(3) of the IRS code. Following are ways to mataxadeductible contribution:

Send a check designated "Voter ID lawsuit" to:

LWVWI Education Fund
612 W Main Street #200
Madison, WI 53703

If you send a check, it would be helpful to include a gleted donation form found on the LWV Wisconsin
web site (see below)
Make a secure online donation at: https://www.lwvrg/Bonate/OnlineDonationForm.aspkhere is a
checkbox on the online form to designate your gifttfar lawsuit.
Become a monthly donor. Steady, monthly supporthellp sustain the effort. See donation form.

State Bar Concerned about Voter ID Law
The State Bar of Wisconsin has urged U.S. Attorneye&al Eric Holder to review Wisconsin's new voEetaw

and scrutinize the way it is being implemented by tagedDepartment of Transportation. The State Bals a
concerned that the highly restrictive identificatr@quirements could "undermine our democracy."
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League of Women Voters of Winnebago County
DUES NOTICE September 2011—August 2012

Because our dues do not cover our expenses, we very pocetiate members who help us out with an additional
contribution. This is a deliberate decision by the Baarkeep dues as affordable as possilleur generous
contribution makes the difference!

GREAT NEWS! LWV Winnebago County and LWV Wisconsin have received 501)(3)
status from the IRS. DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!

Per member, LWV-WC pays $30 to the state League, and $29t7@ national League. Wese$9.70 for each
individual member and $14.55 for each household membershgpyel have our own local expenses.

Please make your dueleck payable to LWV of Winnebago County
Pleasemail your check tothe Treasurer: Karen Boehning
1202 Algoma Blvd.
Oshkosh, WI 54901
Thank you in advance for your membership and your h elp.

LWV of Winnebago County dues 2011-2012
Dues and contributions are now tax deductible!
New members who joined in March or later need notgammn.

Basic Dues $50.00
Household Dues (two members) $75.00
Student Dues: $10.00
New Categories:
Limited Income Dse $25.00
Sustaining Membéip: $100.00
Centennial Memisip: $150.00

Additional donation to LWV Winnebago County
We are now 501(c) (3). This amount is tax deductible!

Total payable to LWV Winnebago County:

Optional: LWV-US Education Fund
This reduces our per-member payment and is tax dedtible.
Write a separate check to LWV-US Education Fund.

Send the check to Karen Boehning.

Optional: LWV-WI Education Fund
Tax deductible, separate check t&/B¥W Ed. Fund
Send the check to Karen Boehning

Name(s)
Address:
Phone: E-mail:

€ 1 want my email address shared with LWV-US and LW\+or updates
€ Please use my email address for LWV Winnebago Couailyamly

Your email address will be included on the League meshijelist that is distributed to local League members
only.
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LWV Winnebago Voter
1936 Hazel St.
Oshkosh WI 54901

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS MISSION
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization of men and women,
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Visit
http://www.lwv.org, http://www.lwvwi.org, http://www.lwvwinnebago.org

Members receive the bi-monthly Winnebago Voter, Forward from LWV-WI, and action alerts.
Meetings are open to the public. We believe open civil discourse is critical to protect democracy
and move forward with positive reform.

League Membership : $50 ($75 for two in household), $10 students, $25 limited income)
Winnebago County Voter Subscription only: $10.00.
Dues payable to: LWV Winnebago County, 1202 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh 54901.

President Barack Obama Senator Ron Johnson
http://whitehouse.gov http://ronjohnson.senate.gov
Senator Kohl Rep. Tom Petri
http://kohl.senate.gov http://Petri.house.gov

Sen. Randy Hopper (18" Dist) Rep. Gordon Hintz (54™ Dist)
Sen.hopper@Ilegis.wisconsin.gov Rep.Hintz@Iegis.wisconsin.gov

Sen. Michael Ellis (19" Dist) Rep. Dick Spanbauer (53" Dist)
Sen.ellis@legis.wisconsin.gov Rep.Spanbauer@legis.wisconsin.gov
Rep. Dean Kaufert (55" Dist) Gov. Scott Walker
Rep.Kaufert@legis.wisconsin.gov http://govgeneral@wisconsin.gov

Wisconsin Legislative Hotline: 800-362-9472  Capitol Hill Switchboard 202-224-3121
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